Pushmataha’s Reply to Tecumseh

When Tecumseh sought to enlist the Choctaws and other southeastern indians in his
cause, Pushmataha, leading man of the Choctaws, spoke as follows during Tecumseh’s
visitin 1811.

It was not my design in coming here to enter into a disputation with
any one. But | appear before you, my warriors and my people not to
throw in my plea against the accusations of Tecumseh; but to
prevent your forming rash and dangerous resolutions upon things
of highest importance, through the instigations of others. | have
myself learned by experience, and | also see many of you, O
Choctaws and Chickasaws, who have the same experience of years
that | have, the injudicious steps of engaging in an enterprise be
cause it is new. Nor do | stand up before you tonight to contradict
the many facts alleged against the American people, or to raise my
voice against them in useless accusations. The question before us
now is not what wrongs they have inflicted upon our race, but what
measures are best for us to adopt in regard to them; and though
our race may have been unjustly treated and shamefully wronged by
them, yet | shall not for that reason alone advise you to destroy
them, unless it was just and expedient for you so to do; nor, would
| advise you to forgive them, though worthy of your commiseration,
unless | believe it would be to the interest of our common good. We
should consult more in regard to our future welfare than our
present. What people, my friends and countrymen, were so unwise
and inconsiderate as to engage in a war of their own accord, when
their own strength, and even with the aid of others, was judged
unequal to the task? | well know causes often arise which force men
to confront extremities, but, my countrymen, those causes do not
now exist. Reflect, therefore, | earnestly beseech you, before you
act hastily in this great matter, and consider with your selves how
greatly you will err if you injudiciously approve of and
inconsiderately act upon Tecumseh’s advice. Remember the
American people are now friendly disposed toward us. Surely you
are convinced that the greatest good will result to us by the
adoption of and adhering to those measures | have before
recommended to you; and, without giving too great a scope to
mercy or forbearance, by which | could never permit myself to be
seduced, | earnestly pray you to follow my advice in this weighty
matters and in following it resolve to adopt those expedients for
our future welfare.



My friends and fellow countrymen! you now have no just cause to
declare war against the American people, or wreak your vengeance
upon them as enemies, since they have ever manifested feelings of
friendship towards you. It is besides in consistent with your national
glory and with your honor, as a people, to violate your solemn
treaty; and a disgrace to the memory of your forefathers, to wage
war against the American people merely to gratify the malice of the
English.

The war, which you are now contemplating against the Americans,
is a flagrant breach of justice; yea, a fearful blemish on your honor
and also that of your fathers, and which you will find if you will
examine it carefully and judiciously, forbodes nothing but
destruction to our entire race. It is a war against a people whose
territories are now far greater than our own, and who are far better
provided with all necessary implements of war, with men, guns,
horses, wealth, far beyond that of all our race combined, and where
is the necessity or wisdom to make war upon such a people? Where
is our hope of success, if thus weak and unprepared we should
declare it against them? Let us not be deluded with the foolish hope
that this war, if begun, will soon be over, even if we destroy all the
whites within our territories, and lay waste their homes and fields.
Far from it. It will be but the beginning of the end that terminates in
the total destruction of our race. And though we will not permit
ourselves to be made slaves, or, like inexperienced warriors,
shudder at the thought of war, yet | am not so insensible and
inconsistent as to advise you to cowardly yield to the outrages of
the whites, or willfully to connive at their unjust encroachments; but
only not yet to have recourse to war, but to send ambassadors to
our Great Father at Washington, and lay before him our grievances,
without betraying too great eagerness for war, or manifesting any
tokens of pusillanimity. Let us, therefore, my fellow countrymen,
form our resolutions with great caution, and prudence upon a
subject of such vast importance, and in which such fearful
consequences may be involved...

Be not, | pray you, guilty of rashness, which | never as yet have
known you to be; therefore, | implore you, while healing measures
are in the election of us all, not to break the treaty, nor violate your
pledge or honor, but to submit our grievances, whatever they may
be, to the Congress of the United States, according to the articles of
the treaty existing between us and the American people.



