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Name ____________________________________ Date ____________________

Focus Question: Why is freedom of expression important in a democratic
society?

Pre-write: Create a brainstorming web

Freedom
of

Expression

Pre-write Brainstorm - 2
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Pre-Lesson Writing

Why is freedom of expression important in a democratic society?
Use your “freedom of expression” web and “democratic society” web to answer the

question.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Post-Lesson Writing

Why is freedom of expression important in a democratic society?
Use your “freedom of expression” web, “democratic society” web, your Zenger web, and

your personal experience quick write to answer the question.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Name _________________________ Teacher ______________________
Date _________________________  Grade ________________________

Identify Important Current Events in the United States

Part 1 – List five important current events involving the United States of America.

1. ___________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________

Part 2 – Select one of the events you listed above and write about it. Include an
explanation of what happened, why it is important and your opinion about the
government response. Use the space below and on the back of this page to write.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



Democracy

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Personal Experience Quick-Write (For use after current event essay.)

Quick-write: ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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Guidelines for Essay

The following guidelines must be followed when writing essays
concerning government issues:

1. Students may not criticize the government.
2. Students are not allowed to say that the government failed to act

responsibly.
3. Students may not use “put downs” when referring to the

government, government agencies, or government officials.
4. Therefore, students may only have positive things to say about the

government.

©May 2006
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Vocabulary

censorship  __________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
libel ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
jury  ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
trial  ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
apprentice ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
indentured servant  ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
governor  ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
pen name  ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
arbitrary _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
democratic society  ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________




