Abigail Adams Letters

Abigail Adams to John Adams, March 31, 1776 (excerpt)

I long to hear that you have declared an independency -- and by the way in
the new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make
I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and
favourable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power
into the hands of the Husbands. Remember all Men would be tyrants if they
could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are
determined to foment a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any
Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation.

That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established
as to admit of no dispute, but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give
up the harsh title of Master for the more tender and endearing one of Friend.
Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the Lawless to use
us with cruelty and indignity with impunity. Men of Sense in all Ages abhor
those customs which treat us only as the vassals of your Sex. Regard us then
as Beings placed by providence under your protection and in immitation of
the Supreem Being make use of that power only for our happiness.

Abigail Adams to John Adams, June 17, 1782 (excerpt)

Ardently as I long for the return of my dearest Friend, I cannot feel the least
inclination to a peace but upon the most liberal foundation. Patriotism in the
female Sex is the most disinterested of all virtues. Excluded from honours
and from offices, we cannot attach ourselves to the State or Goverment from
having held a place of Eminence. Even in the freeest countrys our property
is subject to the controul and disposal of our partners, to whom the Laws
have given a soverign Authority. Deprived of a voice in Legislation, obliged
to submit to those Laws which are imposed upon us, is it not sufficient to
make us indifferent to the publick Welfare? Yet all History and every age
exhibit Instances of patriotick virtue in the female Sex; which considering
our situation equals the most Heroick of yours. "A late writer observes that



as Citizens we are calld upon to exhibit our fortitude, for when you offer
your Blood to the State, it is ours. In giving it our Sons and Husbands we
give more than ourselves. You can only die on the field of Battle, but we
have the misfortune to survive those whom we Love most."

I will take praise to myself. I feel that it is my due, for having sacrificed so
large a portion of my peace and happiness to promote the welfare of my
country which I hope for many years to come will reap the benifit, tho it is
more than probable unmindfull of the hand that blessed them.

Your Friends complain that you do not write to them. I say all I can in
excuse, but I wish you to notice them all, and in a particular manner to
continue your affectionate Regard and attachment to

Portia



