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Oakland Unified School District

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
History/Social Studies
314 East 10th Street, Oakland, CA  94606-2296

March 31, 2010
To: 
8th Grade U.S. History Teachers

From:
Stan Pesick and Nancy Midlin
Re: 
Implementation of District Writing Assessment, Spring 2010
Enclosed are the student materials for this semester’s district writing assessment you requested.  Below are reminders of the implementation procedures.

· Testing window – April 12 – May 21
· Scoring session – Tuesday, May 25, substitutes provided by the History/Social Studies Department (more information at a later date). 
 Implementation guidelines as decided upon by the Middle School Leadership Committee:

· Students should be allowed as much time as necessary to complete the exam.

· Students should not take the assessment home.

· A copy of the rubric is included in this packet and included as part of the assessment.  It is recommended that the rubric be shared with students in advance so that they are familiar with how their papers will be scored.

· The assessment should count.  That is, the assessment should be part of the student’s grade.

· For the district wide scoring session please submit (to the extent possible) the papers from the same six student whose papers were submitted for the fall assessment.  If not all six students are still in your class, submit the papers of those students who still are and then additional papers, so that six are still submitted.
· The assessments are not to be used to evaluate individual teachers.  Rather, they are intended to evaluate programs and to give direction to staff development so that all history teachers can improve their instruction.
· An answer sheet is being developed and will be emailed to you later this month.

· Copies of all assessment materials can be accessed at the History/Social Studies link on the district website - http://publicportal.ousd.k12.ca.us/1994101215161810200/site/default.asp 
We are looking forward to continuing our work with you on this important initiative.  Please let us know if you have any questions.

Stan (879-8497) and Nancy (879-8477) 
