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        Oakland Unified School District

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES

History/Social Studies
314 East 10th Street, Oakland, CA  94606-2296

 “Point-of-View” Study Guide 
for use with Holt – U.S. History pages 445-449 and 455-456
Read the following directions and then complete the activity that follows.

You are about to be interviewed as if you were a number of different people who lived in the United States in the 1850’s.  This was a time when the argument over the extension of slavery dominated American politics and when the fractured nation resorted to increased violence.

As the various people mentioned, describe your reactions to each of the events discussed below.  Number 1a is already completed as a model response.

The textbook section title and appropriate page numbers appear before each set of questions.

“Election of 1852” – pages 445-446
1a.
As a Whig – What is your reaction to the election of 1852?

I am extremely disappointed that my candidate, Winfield Scott (who is a Mexican War hero), did not win the election.  I don’t know how my political party can ever recover from this disaster.

1b.
As a member of the Democratic Party– What is your reaction to 
the election of 
1852?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

“The Kansas-Nebraska Act” – pages 446-448

2.
As a southern congressman – Why don’t you favor Stephen Douglas’s plan for a 
railroad?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.
As Stephen Douglas – How did you get southern congressmen to 
support your 
railroad plan?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4a.
As an antislavery northerner- What is your opinion of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act?  Why?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4b.
As a southerner – What is your opinion of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  Why?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5a.
As a proslavery group member – What is your opinion of the elections in 
Kansas in 1855?  Why?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5b.
As an anti-slavery group member – What is your opinion of the elections in 
Kansas in 1855?  Why?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

“Bleeding Kansas – page 448-449

6a.
As a pro-slavery settler –What happened in Lawrence, Kansas?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
6b.
As an antislavery settler – What happened in Lawrence, Kansas?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
7a.
As John Brown – What is your response to The Sack of Lawrence?
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7b.
As Charles Sumner – What is your response to The Sack of Lawrence?
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
8.
As an OUSD 8th grade student – Do you think Preston Brooks’ punishment was 
unreasonable?  Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

“Raid on Harpers Ferry” pages 455-456

9.
As John Brown – What was your plan at Harpers Ferry?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10a.
As Colonel Robert E. Lee – What do you think of the raid on Harpers Ferry?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10b.
As John A. Copeland – What do you think of the raid on Harpers 
Ferry?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10c.
As Abraham Lincoln – What do you think of the raid on Harpers 
Ferry?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10d.
As a southern white – What do you think of the raid on Harpers Ferry?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

“John Brown’s Last Speech” – page 456 (top of page)

11.
As John Brown – Why do you think you were justified in your actions?


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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