Thinking About “Heroes of American History”

Step #1 – Imagine there is a “Heroes of American History Hall of Fame” and you’ve been asked to nominate five people for inclusion.  In the first column of the chart below write down the names of five people you think deserve to be inducted [placed] in that hall of fame.  In the second column write down why you think each of these individuals deserves to be included.  
	A person to be included in the “Heroes of American History Hall of Fame”
	Why should this person be included?

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	

	5. 
	


Step #2 – In the space below, using the reasons you gave for why the people you chose are American heroes, write down your definition of a hero.

Step #3 – Your teacher is going to read you a dictionary definition of a hero.  Write that definition in the box below.

Dictionary definition of a hero –
1.  How is the dictionary definition similar to or different from the definition of a hero you wrote for step #2?  Explain.

2.  Thinking about the people you chose in step #1, the reasons you chose them, and the dictionary definition of a hero – What is your definition of an American hero?

Step #4 – Return to your list of individuals you said belonged in the “Heroes of American History Hall of Fame.”  Is there anyone there who you would remove based on your final definition?  

	First list of people to be included in the “Heroes of American History Hall of Fame”
	Are you going to keep or remove this person from the list?
	Why should this person be kept or removed?

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	

	If you removed a person or persons from your list, who do you want to replace that person?
	Why should this person be included?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step #5 - Looking ahead: Over the next three to four days you will be studying about a man named John Brown.  You will learn about when he lived and what he did.  At the end of these lessons you will be asked to write an essay that answers, based on your definition of a hero, the question “Is John Brown an American hero?”  
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