OUSD 8th Grade History Assessment Pilot

Implementation Guidelines - Spring, 2010
“Is John Brown an American Hero?” 
Part I   – Students develop a criterion to evaluate whether “John Brown is an American Hero.” (pages 2-3) 
The goal of this day is to help students develop and refine a definition of a hero they can use to evaluate whether an historical figure is a “hero of American history.” (In the interest of time steps 1 and 2 might be assigned for homework.) 


Step 1 - The students start by identifying five people they would include in an “Heroes of American History Hall of Fame.”  They are asked to explain why that person should be included.  


Step 2 – Based on their work in step 1 students are asked to write their definition of a hero.


Step 3 - After discussing some of the students’ definitions read them the following dictionary definition and have them copy the definition in the box on page 2.  

American Hero - A person of exceptional courage or ability, admired for his or her brave deeds and noble qualities - someone whose actions are the driving force behind an important social or political change that lifts the spirit of America and betters the situation of the country.
· Students then compare their own definition to the dictionary definition, identifying similarities and differences.

· To conclude this day students refine or revise their definition of a hero. This will be their working definition that will be used when they write their response to the final essay prompt.  


Step 4 - After going through this process students revisit their original list of 5 heroes of American history and revise based on their new definition.

· After this is done have students come up with a class list of 5 individuals they want to induct into the “Heroes of American Hall of Fame.”  Let students know that they will be studying an important figure in American history, John Brown.  After the study they will be asked to vote on whether John Brown is worthy of joining the five people they have identified in the heroes hall of fame.  

Part II - A Chronology of John Brown’s life (pages 4-5) 

Students learn when he lived and what he is remembered for.  The goal of this part of the lesson is to provide students additional historical context that will help them better understand the source documents they will work with in parts III-VII.  Note for students that the timeline has two parts that cover to the same time period - timeline 1 which chronicles important events in Brown’s life; and timeline II which chronicles important events in American and world history.  
Step 1 - Have students examine the chronology of John Brown’s life and respond questions 1 and 2 on page 6.  
Part III – John Brown and “Bleeding Kansas” – 1856 (pages 7-8)
In this section students read a narrative of what happened in Kansas between pro and anti-slavery forces as a result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854.  Brown entered into this violent conflict by leading a group of men in the killing of five proslavery men and boys at Pottawatomie Creek.  The narrative is broken up into sections divided by questions for students.  This design to help ensure that students understand key ideas and actions embedded in the narrative.

 Through studying this event students are asked to consider the role violent actions played in the fight over slavery and whether Brown’s actions in Kansas lead them to consider Brown a hero or not.
Part IV –Historians Comment on John Brown’s actions in Kansas (page 9)
In this section students read historians with differing views on Brown and his actions in Kansas.   They have to decide whether the historians’ comments could best be used to argue that Brown should be considered a hero, or whether the comments could best used to argue he should not be considered a hero.

Part V– What did John Brown say about his raid on Harpers Ferry? (pages 10-11) 


This part of the assessment has students work with two primary sources.  Each source is taken from statements John Brown made about why he took the actions he did.  

Step 1 – Have students read the sources, study the model response in the chart on page 10, and then complete the chart on page #11.  The chart is designed to help students pull out essential information and to help them develop a judgment about John Brown in preparation for writing the final essay prompt.  

· For each of the two sources the chart asks students to 

1. Explain, in their own words, what the quotation means (column 2)

2. Briefly state, using words from the source, whether the quote supports, or does not support, an argument that John Brown is a hero of American history (column 3)

· Taken together columns 1, 2, and 3 provide the material for an “evidence sandwich” that students can use in their essays (see supplementary activity on “Making Evidence Sandwiches”). 
Part VI  – What did people say about John Brown and his raid on Harpers Ferry? (pages 12)

In this portion of the lesson students work with six primary sources that provide differing perspectives on John Brown and his raid on Harpers Ferry.  Each source can be used to help develop and refine an argument about whether or not John Brown is an American hero.  

Step 1 – Have students read the sources and complete the chart on page 12. The Be sure to have students identify title, author, and year of source before having them fill in the rest of the chart.  
· For each of the two sources the chart asks students to 

1.  Explain, in their own words, what the quotation means (column 2)

2.  Briefly state, using words from the source, whether the quote supports, or does not support, an argument that John Brown is a hero of American history (column 3)

· Taken together columns 1, 2, and 3 provide the material for an “evidence sandwich” that students can use in their essays (see supplementary activity on “Making Evidence Sandwiches”).
Part VII  – What do four historians say about John Brown and his raid on Harpers Ferry (pages 13-14)

In this portion of the assessment students consider differing historical interpretations of John Brown and his historical significance.  This should provide additional ways of supporting their thesis and arguments they may need to counter.  

· Have students read the excerpts from four historians and for each fill in the two columns to the right.  The first column asks to briefly summarize what the historian is saying and the second column asks them to consider and explain whether each of the historians would support the argument that John Brown is an American hero.
Part VIII – Students write (page 15)
Step 1 

· Have students based on what they have the evidence and information they have read check the box (top of page 15) that best represents their judgment about whether John Brown is an American hero.  

Step 2 

· You may want to duplicate and go over with the students the student version of the rubric for this assignment (please see attached).  
· Have students write to the essay prompt on page 15.  Please note that the prompt is designed, based on discussion at the fall scoring session, to provide students an audience for their writing.  Please stress the importance doing their best work within this context.  

· They should have about 1 class period for this work.  We would like to collect their first draft of this on demand assignment.  
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