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Thesis
Addresses
the prompt

and maps out
the argument

to be made

Contains a thoughtful, well-
developed thesis that clearly
identifies/maps out the major
reasons used to answer the
question.

Contains a thesis that clearly
identifies/maps out the major
reasons used to answer the
question.

Contains a thesis that begins to
identify the major reasons used
to answer the question.

Contains a thesis that
only repeats or
rephrases the
prompt.

Contains no thesis or
misunderstands the
question.

Knowledge:
Connects
relevant
knowledge to
argument

Supports thesis with
exceptional and relevant
outside information.

Supports thesis with substantial
and relevant outside
information.

Supports thesis with adequate
and relevant outside
information, but contains some
errors.

Supports thesis with
little outside
information and/or
contains significant
errors

Contains
inappropriate or no
outside information.

Use of Documents: Effectively uses
documents to support arguments

Effectively uses half +1 of the
documents and uses all of
these skills at least once:

» Understands author point of
view, purpose, and
audience

= Makes connections between
documents by grouping
similar positions or
identifying contradictions

= Identifies contrary evidence

= Draws plausible inferences
and conclusions

Effectively uses half of the
documents and uses three of
these skills at least once:

» Understands author point of
view, purpose, and
audience

= Makes connections between
documents by grouping
similar positions or
identifying contradictions

= Identifies contrary evidence

= Draws plausible inferences
and conclusions

Effectively uses a few of the
documents and uses two of
these skills at least once:

» Understands author point of
view, purpose, and
audience

= Makes connections between
documents by grouping
similar positions or
identifying contradictions

= Identifies contrary evidence

= Draws plausible inferences
and conclusions

Merely quotes or
briefly cites
documents, or
misunderstands
documents.

Ignores documents.

Convincingly uses evidence to

Uses evidence to make an

Begins to explain how the

Simply narrates the

Lacks analysis or

summarizes the argument.
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