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The Era of Reconstruction and the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s: Historical Background and Context 

You are about to view a slide show that provides background information on The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.  This information will help you to develop and write your response to the following question, 
Agree or Disagree:  The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s successfully met the political, economic, and social goals of African Americans that not been achieved during the Era of Reconstruction.
Complete the following activities and questions as you read and examine the slides.
------------------------------
Part I – A Review of the Era of Reconstruction (1865 – 1876)

Slide 4:  The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution.
What were the major goals of these amendments?  Who were they written to protect?  
Slides 5 - 11: What social, political, and economic goals of African Americans in the years after emancipation (the Era of Reconstruction) are illustrated in these slides?  
Slide 12:  According to the historian Eric Foner were the Reconstruction goals of African Americans achieved?  What happened during this time period and what its legacy?  
Part II – The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s

Slides 14 – 18:  What key goal for the Civil Rights Movement is highlighted in these slides?  Would you classify this goal as social, political, or economic?  Explain.
Slide 19: This slide refers to the March on Washington in 1963, one of the most important events during this time period.  What do you know about this event?  What were its goals? Who was there?  Why is it so famous?
Slides 20 – 22:  What key goal for the Civil Rights Movement is highlighted in these slides?  Would you classify this goal as social, political, or economic?  Explain.
Slide 23: What change in the goals of the Civil Rights Movement is Bayard Rustin discussing?  Why, according to Rustin, did that change occur?
Slides 24 - 27:  What other changes in the Civil Rights Movement were taking place during this time period?  Discuss changes in goals and strategies?
Slide 28:  What changes does Alice Walker credit to the Civil Rights Movement?  How important were the changes she described?
Slide 29:  What do events in described in this slide suggest about how we should view the achievements of the Civil Rights Movement by the summer of 1967?  Successes?  Failures?
Slides 30 - 31:  What key goal for the Civil Rights Movement is highlighted in these slides?  Would you classify this goal as social, political, or economic?  Explain.
Slide 32:  What key goals for the Civil Rights Movement are highlighted in the Supreme Court rulings highlighted in this slide?  Do the rulings effect social, political, economic rights?  Or a combination of the three?   Explain.
Slides 33 – 35:  What key goals for the Civil Rights Movement are highlighted in the pieces of legislation highlighted in these slides?  Do the rulings effect social, political, economic rights?  Or a combination of the three?   Explain.
Slides 36 – 37:  Would you use the information in these slides as evidence to support an argument that the Civil Rights Movement met the political, economic, and social goals of African Americans that not been achieved during the Era of Reconstruction.  Use specific pieces of evidence in explaining why or why not.
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