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Oakland Unified School District

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES

History/Social Studies
314 East 10th Street, Oakland, CA  94606-2296

Phone: (510) 879-8253    -    Fax: (510) 879-8607

Date:
March 17, 2010 

To:
11th grade American History Teachers

From:
Stan Pesick and Nancy Midlin

Re:  
Preparing students for this spring’s district American history writing assessment

Below is information that can help you prepare students to write thoughtfully about this spring’s American history assessment topic.   On the assessment students are asked to respond to the following prompt

Agree or Disagree:  The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s successfully met the political, economic, and social goals of African Americans that had not been achieved during the Era of Reconstruction.

I.  Reading and Understanding the Prompt

This prompt asks students to agree or disagree with a statement that makes an historical judgment about the success of the civil rights Movement.   To develop and support their position students are asked to consider three different, but overlapping, areas – social rights, political rights, and economic rights.  Understanding that they will need to discuss these three areas should help students work with the source documents – to determine, as they read, whether an individual document addresses the social, political, or economic question.  Additionally, students should understand that it doesn’t have to be total agreement or total disagreement.  It might be possible to argue that the Civil Rights Movement was more successful in meeting one of the areas, social rights for example, than successful addressing economic problems.  It is important for students to understand that the prompt asks them to assess outcomes and each document will provide information to aid in that assessment.

As students develop their response to the question they should decide what criteria they will use to make their evaluation.  Should success be judged in terms of progress in the areas of integration, housing, education, political power, employment and income security?  Should success by judged in terms of equality?  What if there were gains in civil rights, but African-Americans still lagged behind whites in terms of education, housing, political power, employment, and income?  Are their other criteria that might be considered, such as gains in pride and the growth of social and political organizations?

II. What students need to understand about the topic’s historical context(s): 

In order to thoughtfully frame an introduction and thesis students will need to understand 

· How the failure of Reconstruction led to the denial of social, political, and economic rights for African Americans in the South.  That this failure led to the enactment of Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation; laws and practices (i.e. poll taxes and the grandfather clause) that denied African Americans political power by denying access to the voting booth and therefore the opportunity to hold office and exercise political power; and economic structures such as sharecropping that kept African Americans in the south economically dependent on the white land owners.  

· The origins of the Civil Rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s, along with different strategies employed by Civil Rights activists as the movement evolved and focused on integration, voting, to economic rights.

· That the passage of the 14th and 15th Amendments (two successes of Reconstruction) become foundations, particularly the 14th Amendment, for many of the federal laws and rulings in support of civil rights that came about between 1955 and 1968.

· That segregation and discrimination was not limited to the South, but was prevalent in the North and West as well.  They should understand that sometimes this took different forms and existed not by law, but by practice – the idea of de jure vs. de facto segregation.
· A chronology (1954-1970) that puts together civil rights movement campaigns and actions, key civil rights legislation, and Supreme Court rulings so students have a coherent narrative of this time period. 
· The different directions the movement took in the 1960s as it debated the best way to change American society - Black Power, the Black Muslims, Black Panthers Malcom X
· Key Supreme Court cases (i.e Brown, 1954; Reynolds v. Sims, 1964; Loving v. Virginia, 1967 and Griggs v. Duke Power Company, 1971).
· Key Legislation (i.e. Civil Rights Act of 1964; Voting Rights Act of 1965; Fair Housing Act of 1968) and how the legislation might be linked to specific movement actions, for example the 1965 voting rights campaign in Selma, Alabama.

· How to use graphic data illustrating the impact of the movement on education, income, health care, etc. to support their thesis, and how to work with graphic data that might contradict their thesis.
III. Textbook (American Anthem) pages and sections connected to this prompt.  See “Point-of-View” study guide for reading assignment to go with these pages.
· “Reconstruction Ends” (pages 133 – 138) – a brief discussion of why Reconstruction ended and the effect on African Americans in the South. 
· “Segregation and Discrimination” (p. 161-162) – a brief discussion of the rise of “Jim Crow” and the opposition to those laws.
· “The Civil Rights Movement” (chapter 18, pages 554 – 592).  
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